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Relationship with the Environment

     ⇨ Reference link: Ecosystem Academy
         　https://www.mpm.co.jp/eng/env/timber.html

(Scope of statistics: Hachinohe Mill, Kyoto Mill, Takasago Mill, Shirakawa Site, Kitakami HiTec Paper Corporation, Toho Tokushu Pulp Co., Ltd. 
                                 and KJ SPECIALTY PAPER Co., Ltd.) 
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　The program combines lectures, observations, measurements, 
tree planting and growing using company-owned forests, and 
papermaking and paper crafts as a means to experience the art of 
manufacturing. Consideration is given to forest preservation, 
prevention of global warming, and biodiversity with circulation as 
the keyword, thus contributing to the achievement of SDGs. In fiscal 
2021, our activities were affected by the coronavirus pandemic, but 
we held 18 events, including study sessions on the forest 
environment and nature observation tours in Tokyo and Fukushima 
Prefecture, and the total number of participants was 552.

■ Experiential Environmental Education

　We continuously engage in surveys of forest ecosystem and 
biodiversity, including surveys on tree growth, surveys on animals 
using trail cameras, surveys on soil animals and bird surveys in 
cooperation with the Wild Bird Society of Japan’ s Shirakawa 
Chapter in company-owned forests.

■ Forest Surveys and Research

　We hold regular environmental seminars led by instructors from diverse fields including people involved in the 
forestry, paper manufacturing, finance industries, and environmental preservation, and people teaching at 
universities. In 2020, Mr. Takehiko Ohta, who is a professor emeritus of the University of Tokyo, gave a lecture 
under the theme of “natural disaster, the pandemic, and the environment” as a special lecture commemorating the 
10th anniversary of establishment of the Ecosystem Academy in an online seminar, providing a good opportunity 
to ponder over the effects of the change in the global environment on our daily lives. 

■ Information Dissemination

Preserving Biodiversity

　In conformance with FSC® certification scheme standards, the 
Mitsubishi Paper Mills Group makes careful use of wood feedstock 
produced under proper forest management, and also works to 
popularize the FSC®. certification system. At the same time, we are 
engaged in a number of efforts to help forest preservation and 
support more prosperous local forestry and logging industries. This 
includes promoting forest thinning through Morino Chonai-kai, a 
forest neighborhood association, which is a collaborative project 
done in conjunction with Office Chonai-kai, an environmental NPO, 
as well as promoting the sustainable use of second growth 
hardwood produced in Iwate Prefecture.

Forest Preservation Activities

　As one member of the industry that benefits from the “gifts of the forest,” the Ecosystem 
Academy provides a place for experiential forest environment education to contribute to 
developing a sustainable society that will connect people and community through experiential 
environmental education, forest surveys and research, and information dissemination. In 
fiscal 2021, we held a study session on the forest environment in cooperation with Nishigo 
Village, Fukushima Prefecture and Sumida City, Tokyo, promoting participation in the 
community and contributing to the development of sustainable regions.  
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Effective Use of Materials
　The Mitsubishi Paper Mills Group’s main mill, the Hachinohe Mill, gets energy from the black liquor produced in the 
pulp production process as well as from the waste (paper sludge) generated in the use of wastepaper and the 
papermaking process. The black liquor is burned in recovery boilers, where heat energy and chemicals used to 
manufacture pulp are recovered. The paper sludge, along with cut up tires, waste wood, and other waste materials, is 
used as fuel for a waste boiler. The incinerator bottom ash produced by the waste boiler and the ash produced by a coal 
boiler are used to make a recycled construction material named Reglobe and are also recycled into cement material and 
raw steelmaking material. These efforts to effectively use waste reduce final disposal volume while at the same time 
reducing fossil fuel usage.

■ Waste Generated and Volume Effectively Reused
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